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The past six months have certainly been a time of trial for all of us.  None of us has been 
unaffected by this illness, either by suffering from it ourselves, the loss of dear loved 
ones, or simply by having our lives turned upside down because of its fallout.  This virus 
even accomplished something that The Romans, Napoleon, the Nazis and the 
Communists couldn’t do: shut down churches.   

Our people are hurting, they are still scared, many are out of work, countless thousands 
are still staying away from worship. With this happening, someone recently asked me if 
we should even bother attempting an RCIA process this year. The answer, naturally, is a 
resounding YES. 

God is still calling people to a deeper life with him.  Hearts are still being touched and 
desiring to know more about God and the Church.  More than ever, we cannot fail those 
who are searching during this deeply disturbing time. 

However, these unusual times call for an unusual response. Now is the time to put all of 
our creative energies to work and for each parish to re-imagine its process in a way that 
works for you, respecting all the Archdiocese and state directives, regulations and laws 
that are presently in effect. It is our paramount responsibility to keep ourselves, and those 
coming to us, as safe and healthy as possible. 

In order to do this, many parishes have adopted a virtual on-line model for their process. 
Some are attempting a form of in-person meetings, and some are using a hybrid process.  
For this upcoming year, whatever works for your parish, works for your parish. 

Having said that, it must be stressed that whatever form your parish adopts this year, the 
RCIA process must be respected in its form.  The seasons, the rituals, the rites cannot be 
dispensed with and must be followed, as far as possible, as if this were a normal year, 
according to the traditional calendar. 

Many RCIA directives were sent out in March and repeated in June when the Re-
Opening of Churches directive was published.  When these were put together, no one 
expected that we would still be in this position many months later, and probably for many 
months to come. 



Allow me to highlight what is still in effect. 

Full Initiation of those who were unable to celebrate during Easter 2020. 
Anyone, adults or children, who celebrated the Rite of Election during Lent of 

2020 and were fully prepared and expecting Full Initiation on Easter of 2020 may be 
fully initiated at any Sunday/Saturday evening mass at the convenience of the parish. No 
further permissions/dispensations are required. All are to be fully initiated, you may NOT 
separate sacraments. 

Adults (18+) who were seeking Confirmation. 
The general delegation for pastors to confirm adult Catholics (18+) expired in August. 
“Two months beyond the resumption of public worship.” (Re-Opening Directives)  If a 
parish still has adults to Confirm, delegation must now be sought from the Regional 
Bishop, according to our traditional practice. 

Confirmation of Young People 
According to the Directives, Cardinal Tobin has delegated all PASTORS to administer 
the Sacrament of Confirmation with their young people until December 31, 2020. No 
further permissions are required. 

The Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumen 
As is written in the Directives, “For 2020-2021 ONLY, we are dispensing with the 
traditional full year requirement for catechumens.” “The Rite of Acceptance into the 
Order of Catechumen must be celebrated no later than 6 months prior to Easter 2021.”  
Practically speaking, if you have people who have already been celebrating Inquiry, not 
those who just called last week, and are planning to celebrate the sacraments at Easter 
2021, you are required to celebrate the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumen 
no later than the 3rd weekend of October 2020. Anyone beyond that date is to be prepared 
for the 2022 celebration. 

Dismissal of Catechumens from Mass 
As the general dispensation from the Sunday Mass is still in effect, and will be for some 
time, you cannot require your Catechumens to attend in person.  Each parish may 
determine an effective method of Breaking Open the Word based on its own capabilities. 
If you are meeting in person, please remember that masking, social distancing, and 
disinfecting your meeting space is to be observed. 

Children’s RCIA 
This will require great creativity this year since all in-person Religious Education Classes 
are suspended until at least January.  To do virtual RCIA with children, given the amount 
of virtual learning they are already doing in many cases, seems burdensome and 
counterproductive. RCIA directors and Parish DRE’s should confer and decide how best 
to serve the young people in their parishes.   Some type of personal contact, even regular 
phone calls, should be considered to build up the faith of young catechumens. 



The Call to Continuing Conversion and The Rite of Election 2021 
As of this writing, both of these rituals are still scheduled, so please have your candidates 
and catechumens reserve these dates: 

The Call to Continuing Conversion, Saturday, February 20, 2021 
The Rite of Election, Sunday, February 21, 2021 

What form each ritual will take is yet to be determined, so please be prepared and flexible 
for possible major changes from our normal process. 

RCIA Directors Virtual Meeting 
Our annual RCIA Directors meeting will be held virtually this year on Thursday, October 
22, 2020.  The time is yet to be determined, but most likely will be held in the morning 
with a taped re-broadcast that same evening.  For us to invite you to the meeting, it is 
essential that we have the accurate names, parishes, and e-mail addresses, as well as 
a phone number for all parish RCIA Directors. Please email this information to the 
Office of Divine Worship (regina.chamberlain@rcan.org) at your earliest 
convenience. 


